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The study reported in this paper aimed to investigate the response of a GAFChromic®
HD-V2 film dosimeter in the dose range between 10 and 300 Gy, normally used to perform
irradiation tests on electronic devices with a 60Co gamma-ray irradiator. The well-defined linearity of response in terms of absorbance as a function of absorbed dose, easiness of handling
and data analysis of irradiated dosimeters, reproducibility, stability, and insensitivity to visible
light and most of the environmental parameters, make HD-V2 film a flexible, inexpensive and
reliable dose measurement device. The study has shown a fogging effect of the dosimeter response since its value changes over time. Strategies and adequate precautions to take into account changes on HD-V2 film physical properties for calibration and routine use in industrial
applications, with a specific reference to radiation testing of electronic devices, have been discussed.
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INTRODUCTION
Many industrial applications of ionizing radiations require the use of reliable dosimeters for the measurement of high doses. A solution can be represented
by Gafchromic films, a fast and inexpensive means of
performing accurate quantitative radiation dosimetry
in different activities. In fact, crystalline structural
properties of these films change when exposed to a radiation field, and, with increasing absorbed dose, a
polymerization with a chromatic change occurs. Although originally produced for medical use, in particular for measurement of 2-D dose distribution in radiotherapy, radiosurgery and brachytherapy [1-7],
Gafchromic self-developing dosimetry films are also
used in other activities given their improved dose sensitivity. Recently produced, HD-V2 film is specifically used for quantitative measurement of high level
absorbed dose (Dose Range: 10 Gy – 1000 Gy) due to
high energy photon interactions [8]. It is suitable for
research and industrial applications, food irradiation,
radiation processing or to evaluate the performance of
electronic components [9-14].
* Corresponding author; e-mail: elio.tomarchio@unipa.it

Gafchromic HD-V2 films are interesting as reliable dosimeters for measurement of absorbed dose in
radiation testing of electronic devices, one of our research activities aimed to study the effects of gamma radiations on electronic components used, in particular,
for space applications [15-17]. In this field, main dosimeters used for radiation testing of electronic devices
are thermoluminescent dosimeters, ionization chambers, semiconductor dosimeters, polymer alanine dosimeters, perspex dosimeters, and radiochromic dosimeters. All of them have different characteristics that
make them useful in different conditions, as reported in
[18].
The widespread use of electronic systems has
reached high levels in a variety of fields. Some of them
imply particular operative conditions that can be critical and require an adequate study of the device response to external radiation fields. In fact, it is well
known that radiation can influence electronic component and system performances, with a variety of induced effects, depending on device type and radiation
field [19-26].
The technical features of HD-V2 dosimeters
have already been examined [27-30] but no detailed
information is available for the use of HD-V2 films in
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the aforementioned application field. For this reason, a
study on its characteristics, with reference to calibration, reproducibility, and stability of dosimetric data
has started over time.
This work reports the results of testing on response properties of HD-V2 Gafchromic films with
the use of a 60Co gamma irradiator. The analysis of results obtained with dosimeters irradiated at different
dose values highlighted a fogging effect over time.
Following, strategies and precautions to adequately
taking into account the variation on HD-V2 film properties for the industrial application, with a specific reference to radiation-hardness testing of electronic devices, are discussed.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

GAFChromic® HD-V2 dosimetry films
Ashland GAFChromic® HD-V2 film (batch no.
12151401), designed to measure the absorbed dose
due to high energy photons, has been investigated.
HD-V2 Gafchromic film consists of a nominal 12
mm-thick radiation-sensitive layer, that contains the
active principle, the marker, the stabilizers and other
components that give an energetically independent response of film, and of a transparent substrate polyester
layer (97µm). The HD-V2 film is able to fit a range of
dose between 10 to 1000 Gy, with a minimal difference of response based on the photon energy (from
100 keV to about 20 MeV). Treatment after the exposition is not required and dosimetry film can be handled
and used inside a normal room. Its principal features
are given in [8].
With increasing dose, the active component of
HD-V2 film responds to radiation exposure by forming a blue colored polymer with maximum absorption
at a wavelength of approximately 670 nm [8].
The response curve of HD-V2 film dosimeters
was obtained in accordance with ISO/ASTM 51275
[31] and ASTM STANDARD E668 [32]. A sheet of
GAFChromic® HD-V2 film (203.2 mm ´ 254 mm)
was cut into 200 small pieces, 10 mm ´ 25 mm each, by
means of a precision cutter. Each of the pieces obtained was identified as a film dosimeter. These cutting sizes are not mandatory but depend on the irradiation conditions, dimensions of the irradiated device,
characteristics and reading modalities of the tool used
for film analysis.
Film dosimeters were kept at a temperature of
22 ± 2 °C, and removed from a light tight envelope
only during irradiation and readout procedures.
All the dosimeters were treated with the same
modalities, from the preparation to storage, from irradiation to analyses. Irradiations were performed at a
dose rate level of 2 Gymin–1, an intermediate value in

the suggested dose rate range between 0.034 Gymin–1
and 3.4 Gymin–1 within which the manufacturer assures an error on response lower than 5 %.
Irradiation
The gamma-ray irradiator used for dosimeter irradiation, named Irradiatore Gamma Sicilia-3
(IGS-3), is placed inside the building No. 6 of Department of Energy of the University of Palermo. The
IGS-3 research facility is a panoramic dry source storage irradiator, classified in category II by IAEA [33],
with 12 60Co sources arranged each in a cylinder of 5
cm in radius.
The irradiation system consists of 12 stainless
steel tubes each of which can accommodate a double-encapsulated 60Co stainless steel cylindrical
source with an active height of 110 mm and 6.3 mm in
diameter. Normally stored in recovery position inside
a lead tank, the sources have a different activity, for a
total of about 5000 GBq, and can be moved in vertical
direction putting them in the exposure position with a
maximum dose rate in water of about 0.45 kGyh–1
[34]. To realize a lower dose-rate value, a different
number of sources can be exposed, paying attention to
achieving a beam symmetry (at least 2). To get a 2
Gymin–1 dose rate, only 3 sources with lower activities
were exposed. In [15-17, 34] are available detailed information, photographs of the facility highlighting
source lead container, exposure devices, irradiation
area and a working table where exposure of electronic
devices can be realized. The structure is equipped with
dosimeters, to assure a safe functioning and precise
dose measurement and is able to offer a good versatility to carry out several typologies of irradiation tests.
The characteristics of the beam inside the irradiation
area and on the working table, were periodically determined using a calibrated PTW Freiburg TM 30015
ionization chamber.
The dose value was obtained by timing the exposure of the sources, setting on a timer the value corresponding to chosen absorbed dose value. At the end of
irradiation time, a switch trips on for a complete recovery of the sources.
Measurement tools
Although the most used film analysis equipment
is flat-bed digital scanners, the response spectral
absorbance of HD-V2 was measured using a Perkin
Elmer Lambda 660 UV-VIS spectrophotometer, available at our Department, paired with a dedicated software. Spectral absorbance A is the common logarithm
of the ratio of incident to transmitted spectral radiant
light power through film material. For an appropriate
analysis of irradiated dosimeters, a wavelength of
about 670 nm was selected as the best choice for any
absorbed dose value [8].
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The HD-V2 Gafchromic films have an asymmetrical cross-section. Since the manufacturer indicated that the response may be dependent on which
side of the film is facing the light source, original sheet
and all dosimeters were marked so the same side was
always used for dosimetric reading. Uniformity can be
supposed because all the dosimeters were obtained by
cutting a single sheet of the same batch. However, uniformity was tested taking into account 30 dosimeters
chosen randomly among the ones obtained by cutting
the sheet. The sample size specified, 30, is the number
of measurements required to estimate an average value
of absorbance, A, and the standard deviation, s, of dosimeter response distribution at a 95 % confidence
level [32].

Response fogging over time

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

where the absorbance, A, is a function of dose, D, in
Gray (Gy), a is a fitting parameter, and A0 – the
absorbance mean value of no irradiated dosimeters.
The fogging effect noted in irradiated dosimeters is
better highlighted in fig. 3 in which variation trends for
dosimeters irradiated at various dose levels and analysed
during more than a year time period, were reported. Data
acquired show that the absorbance value seems to in-

Dosimetry film response
The study of the response of the HD-V2 films
was carried out by irradiating a series of dosimeters at
varying dose levels and at different times for more
than a year. In analogy with [32], uniformity was verified by fulfilling the condition s < 0.08 A, as s = 0.035
and A = 1.006 values were obtained. For each measured point, a dosimeter number from 3 to 5 was used
to obtain a more reliable mathematical average. Film
dosimeters were irradiated at a dose rate of 2 Gymin–1
up to a final dose value ranged between 10 and 300 Gy,
and analysed after 24 hours to obtain a response curve.
An example of this response curve is reported in
fig. 1 where it can be noted that a linear fit represents very
well (correlation coefficient R2 = 0.998) the relation between absorbance (A) and dose (D). Dose uncertainties
were all lower than 3 % and for clarity of representation
are not shown in fig. 1. Compared with the functional relation proposed by the manufacturer [8], with specific reference to flat-bed scanners, the linear trend obtained with a
670 nm spectrophotometer is useful and easier to use.

Figure 1. Response curve of a GAFChromic® HD-V2 as a
function of adsorbed dose. Error bars: 1s uncertainty.
a.u.= arbitrary units

To test the response of the batch, calibration
measurements were repeated periodically during more
than a year. The results are shown in fig. 2 where some
response curves of the same HD-V2 batch performed
at different times were compared.
Figure 2 highlighted a significant fogging effect
related to calibration time. Therefore, it seems necessary to determine a new response curve for a given
measurement time, which may be difficult for the
availability and use of calibration sources. However, it
can be noted that the linear fits in fig. 2 are almost parallel and for our dosimeter batch the following can be
applied
(1)
A = aD[ Gy ] + A 0

Figure 2. Comparison of response curves of a
GAFChromic® HD-V2 as a function of adsorbed dose
obtained during more than the one-year time period of
observation. Error bars: 1s uncertainty. a.u.= arbitrary

Figure 3. Variation over time of absorbance of irradiated
GAFChromic® HD-V2 dosimeters for different dose
values. Error bars: 1s uncertainty. a.u. = arbitrary units
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Figure 4. Variation over time of absorbance of
non-irradiated GAFChromic® HD-V2 dosimeters.
Error bars: 1s uncertainties. a.u. = arbitrary units

crease linearly with the time, keeping into account the
uncertainties of the measurements. The same variation
was detected in non-irradiated dosimeters, as shown in
fig. 4, where the trend of the absorbance mean value of
non- irradiated dosimeters, A0, measured over a time period more than a year was reported.
At a given time a correct response curve can be
obtained assuming the slope (a) of relation (1), and determining, prior to each use, the A0 value through the
reading of no irradiated dosimeters.
Variation of A0 with time can be determined by
periodically reading a set of 3-5 non-irradiated dosimeters belonging to the same batch. The determination
of this value, easily obtained through the good correlation with time (fig. 4, correlation coefficient R2 =
=.0.965), is a key-point for the reliability of the
method such that availability of A0 value over time allows to correct the absorbance response and improve
measurement accuracy.

Irradiation test on electronic
components
As an application example, the use of dosimetry
films in testing radiation-hardness of electronic components with 60Co sources is briefly described. With
reference to the field of application of the electronic
component of interest, a radiation level to which a device component should be tested is defined. A classification of these levels, commonly identified as “radiation resistance levels” (RRL), expressed as dose to
Silicon, D(Si), is given in tab. 1.
To reach a given RRL, different test configurations must be provided for each application. During its

Figure 5. Photograph of an irradiation configuration,
with testing device placed directly in front of sources
while other components are protected by a lead shielding

functioning, a component was normally exposed to
radiation field, with a dosimeter placed on the component to evaluate the device absorbed dose value, while
power supply and auxiliary circuits were protected by
lead shields [17].
The HD-V2 Gafchromic film is very useful and
efficient for this task because it is easy to position on
the device. Furthermore, its small thickness does not
affect the radiation field or the performances of the device itself, and it seems to have, in some instances, a
protective function. Figure 5 shows the photograph of
one of these configurations with the device sited in
front of 60Co sources and HD-V2 films placed on the
components of interest [35].
Special experiments based on total ionizing dose
(TID) test method reported in [36] required device irradiation until failure using multiple exposures (with an
interval of maximum 1 hour) and intermediate monitoring of electrical parameters. As we can easily see from
tab. 2 , HD-V2 cover dose range of TID interest both in
a single dose solution (within 500 Gy), as well as in
multiple intermediate steps for higher doses [36].
As an example, in a test performed with IGS-3 it
was required to achieve a TID of 1000 Gy. For this
task, four irradiation steps of 250 Gy each were programmed; at each interruption HD-V2 dosimeter was
replaced and the absorbed dose was determined. Table
2 reports the dose readings that confirmed the expected TID value, with an error at most 2 % on Total
Dose.

Table 1. RRL ([35] with modifications)
Table 2. Total dose obtained through a dose
fractioning in four steps

RRL D(Si)

Applications

0-30 Gy

Commercial: industrial, robotic, nuclear,
biomedical, space shuttle

Step

Dose [Gy]

3-300 Gy

Tactical: submarines, tanks missiles,
airborne, ground (field radar,
communications), space station

1

252

2

257

200-500 Gy

Space: low earth orbit

3

254

500-2000 Gy

Space: high orbit

4

256

1000 Gy and more

Deep space; strategic: military

Total dose

1019
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CONCLUSIONS

Different tests were performed on GAFChromic®
HD-V2 films, utilized for dosimetry of high dose values
from high energy photons in industrial applications.
Using a gamma irradiator with 60Co sources, placed at
our Department, a linearity of the response curve was
verified in a selected dose range, with a good correspondence between readout absorbance at the end of irradiation and relative absorbed dose.
The advantage of these dosimeters is that the information keeps throughout time, i. e. a reading of the
dosimeter can be performed after days from the irradiation. Nevertheless, readings carried out after some
time after irradiation are affected by a significant fogging effect, as the absorbance increases with time. In
order to accurately determine the absorbed dose value
at different measurement time, corrections should be
carried out to take into account the fogging effect
through the determination of non-irradiated film
absorbance. This correction procedure, which can be
easily implemented, allows for a response curve determination for the examined batch and an accurate evaluation of absorbed dose, within a confidence limit of
95 %.
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Fran~eska MARTORANA, Aldo PARLATO,
\uzepe PERONE, Elio An|elo \uzepe TOMARKIO
ODZIV GAFCHROMIC® HD-V2 FILM DOZIMETRA U OPSEGU DOZA
10-300 Gy PRI TESTIRAWU NA ZRA^EWE ELEKTRONSKIH URE\AJA
Prikazano je ispitivawe odziva GAFChromic® HD-V2 film dozimetra za opseg doza od
10 Gy do 300 Gy, koji se uobi~ajeno upotrebqava za radijaciona testirawa elektronskih ure|aja
koriste}i 60Co kao izvor zra~ewa. Dobro definisana linearnost odziva apsorpcije svetlosti u
zavisnosti od apsorbovane doze, lako}a upravqawa i analize podataka o ozra~enim dozimetrima,
ponovqivost, stabilnost i neosetqivost na vidqivu svetlost i na ve}inu parametara okoline,
~ine HD-V2 film fleksibilnim, jevtinim i pouzdanim sredstvom za merewe doze. Studija je
pokazala postojawe efekta zamagqewa u odzivu dozimetra jer se wegova vrednost mewa tokom
vremena. Razmotrene su metode i odgovaraju}e preventivne mere koje se mogu preduzeti kako bi se
ura~unale fizi~ke promene HD-V2 filmova za kalibraciju i rutinsku industrijsku primenu, sa
posebnim osvrtom na radijaciono testirawe elektronskih ure|aja.
Kqu~ne re~i: Gafhromik dozimetrija, HD-V2 film, gama ozra~ivawe, doza, elektronski ure|aj

